"] iece 3y Piece — Judea!" 

Tex'.: . : - : , "But from the beginning of creation God made them male and 

female. Forthis cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; and they two shall be one 
flesh; so then they are no more two, but one flesh. j'hat, 
therefore, God hath joined together, let not man put a- 
sund er. ' : 

Scripture: . ari 10:1-12 

Jesus in Mis southward journey toward Jerusalem is once again on very familiar 
soil. Ir our Jcripture it states that He is in jfrEtea: the borders of Judea. 
Now Judea was the southernmost jEestKinsa of the three divisions of the Ro 
province of V/estern Palestine. Judea was named after the tribe of Judah and 
was the territory g£xfc)iKx£x±kK in which the tribe of Judah lived. It was a 
very small area about 55 miles long and 55 miles wide. Yet it played a very 
ottant part in Jesus' life. He was born there, baptized there, 
need the temptations there, goodly portion of ihlic ministry 
there, was betrayed there, had His trial there, faced the crucifixion there, 
and lastly it was the scene of : Iis resurrection. Thus we can see that Judea 
important role in the life of Jesus. 

SifflEXSKSXgtiIESXfiHEXtHliHgDCdSHixXSCfctilxaXSMkJMlSCt 

And we shall see yet another important phase of Jesus ministry there as we 

look at the Scripture for today. 

(Illustration of husband and wife not getting along and calling the minister in) 

A certain couple were having marital difficulties and they asked their minister 

to call. During the course of the evening he remarked, "Just look at your cat 

and dog lying there so peacefully side by side before the fire. They are not 

fighting and squabbling even though they do not see eye to eye on everything. 

"Yeah, I guess your right JtexKERHii preacher," said the husband, "3ut you just 

try tying them together and see what happens." This is an apt illustration of 

love and marriage. 

•ISass. Ellis morning we are going to be deali ' ;h a subject that many preachers 

want to shy away from because of its ver oversial nature. md that is 

the subject of divorce. Like the old song says, "Love and Marriage, you can't 

have one without the other," so it is with marriageand divorce. You cannot 

speak about one today without speaking of the other. 
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■Dlie authorities were at a point where they were trying to trap Jesus in some 

rant act hex or abuse against the law and so they started coming to Him 

at this piffint in His ministry trying to teip Him up. In our Scripture for 

this morning the Phariseea come to Him and question Him about divorce. They 

ask Him if it is legal and right. But Jesus playing it rather cagey and cool, 

puts a question to their question. Thus He puts them on the defensive and 

it is up to them to set the groundwork for the argument they seek. So He asks 

what Hoses had to say about it. Hoses was their authority on these things and 

when they quoted Moses, were probably hoping that Jesus would repudiate 

what Hoses had said. They were probably hoping that He would also ■::- e- 

tliing that could be construed as being against Herod, for Herod had divorced 

his wife. ;e is set for a confrontation between the Pharisees an d 

the Mosaic law, and this upstart of a preacher Jesus of Nazareth. 

The answer the Pharisees gave Jesus was found in Deuteronomy 24:1, which reads 

r n a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she 
i. .d no favor in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her; 
then let him write her' a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and 
send her out of his house." 

Now in the Jewish religion there was two schools of thought. sre was the 

school that followed the te bbi Shammai and they were very strict 

in the following of the law. And there was the school of .iabbi Hillel which 

very liberal in its interpretations of the law. Shammai said that this 
of divorce 
matter was one of adultery and adultery alone. Hillel said that if a wife 

spoiled a dish of food, or burned the tfcast she could be divorced. If she 
did a dance in the street, or spoke to a strange man, or if she spoke dis- 
respectfully of her h sbands relatives and so on, these were causes for di- 
vorce. Thus we can see that because human natur .hat it is, the more 
liberal view prevailed. Jivorce for very trivial reasons had become very 

ion. 

■ what Jesus said in the following verse was in defense of the women of Hid 
day. Jesus was interested in having women be treated as people, and not as 
just a piece of property to be used and discarded when the use was over. 
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■■/anted to put marriage back into its pooperp perspective. His message sracx 

: as timely today as it was when He first 3poke it. He saw the cruelty 

and injustice that was wrought by the Mosaic lav/ as quoted by the Pharisees. 

A sample of how divorce was attained is the following: Let this he from me thy 
writ of divorce and letter of dismissal and deed of liberation, that thou 
sst marry whatsoever man thou wilt. 

In later days it hecame more elaborate and read: On the day of the week, 

of the _ _ month, year of the world, according to the calculation in use in 

the town of _ _ sfciuated hy the river , I, son of , and by whatsoever 

name I am called here, present this lay native of the town of _, acting 

of my free will, and without any coercion, do repudiate, send back"7 and put 

' thee , daughter of _, so that thou art free and thou canst at thy 

pleasure marry whom thou wTTt and no one will hinder thee. 'Phis is thy letter 
od divorce, act of repudiation, certificate of separation, according to the 
law of Moses and of Israel." 

This document took a skilled Rabbi to draw up, and it was proved by a court of 
three Rabbis and then lodged with the oanhedrin. So we can see from this 
that divorce was relatively easy. Lng of the divorce paper 

it makes it sound like the husband was doing the favor by relea ' 

her from the marriage. The law read that a '"./oman may be divorced with or 

out her will, but a man only with his will." In other v;ords a woman could 
be disposed, of without her consent, but a man could not be divorced by his 
wife unless he wanted to be. 

Jesus said that &±x this law of .loses was laid down because of the .ess 
of their hearts. He was pointing out that Moses tried to overcome the busi- 
ness of easy divorce and that was what this law was intended for. But instead 
they twisted it and made it suit their own purposes, 

Jesus did several things in this passage of Scripture. First the 

whole debate about divorce ink from the realm of is it legal or lawful, to 
the higher realm of the purpose of G-od. He laid a deep emphasis on the per- 

\ence xmixkk as well as the dignity and sanctity of marriage. And then 
raised the standard of women from being mere slaves or property to be disposed 
of, to people of God. a "be to the world and to His nation for the first 
trme a new conception that women weres persons equal with men. lerhaps we 
would call Him the first women's libber. 
(Illustration of Dorothy L. layers, pg 151 1975 Minister Manual) 
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Jesus showed that God's arithmetic does not equal ours. He took the wuetion 
c the Iharisees all the way back to Genesis and spoke of one + one eoualing 
one. We would say one + one equals two. But not with God when it involves 
timxjJKHgiix one + one uniting in marriage. He showed that in this there was 
to be a -ermanancy. But He was implying and leaving unsaid that marriage was 

lething to be taken seriously. 
He was leaving unsaid that those who come to the point of marriage should 
be mature, and want to make marriage a lasting event. He was pointing out 
that when adult infants marry, m a boy looking for a mother substitute 

and a girl looking for a father substitute marry, then the only thing that 
can result is a crash. his is ".'hat is std -ong with marriage today. 
Too many people look upon it as a bride dressed in a lovely white gown traips- 
ing down the aisle on the arm of her father to the strains of Lohengrins 
wadding march into the arms of a handsome knight in shinjmg armor who will 
ep her out of that church into a castle and they will live happily ever 
after. They forget that it means listening to the strains of an alarm clock 
that calls the husband to the office or factory, and her to the ironing board 
and washing machine. Jesus was striving to point all of this out in these 
few short verses. 

But one coratroversy that has arisen and rages even today is that of just what 
was ying about divorce? Joes all of this mean that divorce is never 
right or proper? fell , on this issue as on all others we can take sides. 
\!e can say that Jesus was a strict legalist and said "Ho divorce under any 
circumstances." Or we can say i, "It is permissable in certain circui - 
stances." And there is grounds for both arguments. But in all of this we 
must remember that He pointed out time and time again, that institutions were 
made for man, and not man for the institution. ,'e must always remember His 
1 '.ndless sympathy for people and their problems. I believe in my own mind 
and heart in the complete sanctity of marriage. I beleive that it was mi 
to be unbroken by anyone including the law. But as I interpret Jesus and 
what He did, I see Him as judging each case on its individual merits. 
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Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Eugene Stephenson, Organist 
Mr, Ralph Cooper,, Choir Director 
Shari McBrioEj Greg Bosko - Acolytes 

ORDER OF V-ORSHIP I I iOO A.M. 
Prelude Myajc: "0 Divine Redeemer" Gounod 
"Cant i Lena" 3teere 

Si lent Prayer 
*Prqcessjonal Hymn No. kjt "When morning gilds the skies" 
*Ascsiptjon - Choral Amen 
•Exhortation 

'CONFESSION On UnISqn) "MoST MeRC I FUL FATHER, WHO HAST 

set us in Communities, aw bound us together by common 
dutl ee and svmf>ath j e_ , we lift qur hfartb to thee a.no 
pray with one accord that thou wouldst send thy blessing 
upon our city and nation, prospering every honest man, 
sweeping away every temptation to evil, delivering the 
weak or our people from intemperance and vice of every 

KIND, FEEDING Men's HANDS VlTH LAROUR AND THEIR MOUTHS 

with bread, and spreading through every home thy love 
and knowledge, that '"'e may praise thee evermore through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen," 
•Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 
•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor: '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People* And our mouth shall show roHTH thy praise 
•Ooxijlogv No, 55 1 
Scripture: Mark 101 I-l_ 
Hymn No, ?39 "Ask y_ what great thing I know" 
•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' Creed.) 
•GloRJa Path I 
•Call to Prayer 

*PabtorJ The Lord re wjth you. 
*Peof_e: And with thy spirit 
•Pastor: Let us PraV 

•"■"JAYER AND PsAYER RpSPONSe 
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Offfrtory: "How Great Thou Art" Hine 

Anthem; "I Have Only One Life to Live" Artman 

Sermon: "Piece By FieCe, — JudeaE" 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
*Hymn of Dedication No. 2S? "God of grace and God of 

glory" 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Postlude: "Solemn Procession 11 Blake 

_______ "Congregation Standing --.-.--.-■_-. 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have fseen placed by 

Mrs. Ellen Bauer in memory of "Loved Ones' 1 '. 
Serving as Ushers today are: *Wallv Feder, John Snow, 

Mont MacK»nney> James Maloney^ Steve Vargs, 
Deacon and Mrs. Donald Kennedy will represent Council 

at the door today, 
Nursery will oe provided today rv: Mrs. John 

Stevenson and Laurel Syaupfer. 
The attendance last Sunday was __5i Wed. - 105- 
{We still have A Lot of empty Pews on Wed. evenings.) 
iHfHosplTAL ized: Mrs. TreSa Nicholas, Mrs. Jane Andrews. 

Gary Anthony Shakely, 
Wed. - 7 : 3^ " Lenten Service "Jericho" 
Thuhs. - Butler Area Council of Churches meeting here. 
Fri. - 6:30 P.M. - ARC Work Might - Supplies needeh 

include: Step ladders 5 & 6 ft., roli ers, rrushes, 

drop cloths, newspapers, clean-up equipment, phillip 

SCREWDRIVERS. We wquLD LIKE TO HAVE A GOOD TuRN— OUT. 

Next Sunday - Baptism of Infants - If vou would like 
to have your baby baptized at this time contact office. 

J. W. Harmon and Kenneth WeItzel have tickets for 
GOOD FRIDAV BREAKFAST - 6:00 A.M. - YMCA, 

New memders will re received on Falm Sunday - if you 
know of anyone interested in joining the church 
contact the Minister or fu-t a slip of paper in offer- 
ing PLATE. 

Don 1 ! forget to reserve as many evenings as you can 
to hear The Rev. William T'cLeqo, who will de preaching 
at the Calvary Church on the Diamond, March I 7*"23 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SATURDAY EVENING. The SERVICE 

on March 19 (Wed. ) wll be cancelled bo that you 
will have another opportunity to hear him, 
Holy Communion will he observed Maundy ThurS. and Good 
Friday in our Church - no Comm. on Easte" Sunday, 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



